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1. Curriculum aims 
Our curriculum aims/intends to: 

● Provide a broad and balanced education for all pupils that’s coherently planned and sequenced towards 
cumulatively sufficient knowledge for skills and future learning and employment 

● Enable pupils to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, and be able to choose and 
apply these in relevant situations 

● Support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

● Promote a positive attitude towards learning 

● Ensure equal access to learning for all pupils, with high expectations for every pupil and appropriate levels 
of challenge and support 

● Have a high academic/vocational/technical ambition for all pupils 

● Equip pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life 

● Promote the learning and development of our youngest children and ensure they are ready for Key Stage 1 

 

2. Legislation and guidance 
This policy reflects the requirements for academies to provide a broad and balanced curriculum as per the 
Academies Act 2010​, and the ​National Curriculum programmes of study​ which we have chosen to follow. 

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the ​Special Educational Needs and 
Disability Code of Practice 2014​ and ​Equality Act 2010​, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of 
governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s ​Governance Handbook​. 

This policy complies with our funding agreement and articles of association. 

In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children 
set out in the ​Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework​. 
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/32/section/1A
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/part/6/chapter/1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-handbook
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2


 

 

 

3. Roles and responsibilities 

3.1 The governing board 
The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its 
implementation. 

The governing board will also ensure that: 

● A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets 

● The school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a "broad and balanced curriculum" which 
includes English, maths, and science, and enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the 
requirements of the funding agreement 

● Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with special 
educational needs (SEN) 

● The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements 

● It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the curriculum 

3.2 Headteacher 
The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that: 

● All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have aims 
and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be 
met 

● The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is 
reviewed by the governing board 

● They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate 

● The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements 

● The governing board is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and balance 
of the curriculum 

● The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions 

● Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN 

3.3 Other staff 
Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy. 

 
4. Organisation and planning 
Art, craft and design has a significant and valuable role to play in the overall ethos of our school.  

Art is an ongoing process through which all children are given opportunities to develop specific skills, 
knowledge and understanding to enable them to work in a variety of media, style and form. It enables children 
of all abilities to use their creative imagination to achieve their potential with guidance and given criteria. 
Children work individually and within a group to develop social and personal skills. Art is not taught in 
isolation, although it retains its creative base and its skills and techniques. Wherever appropriate it is linked to 
other areas of the curriculum and gives children the opportunities to develop specific art skills and reinforces 
skills already established.  
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Aims 

The school should ensure that all children: 

● Have entitlement to a broad and balanced, enriching curriculum. 
● Enjoy an active involvement in art, craft and design. 
● Have the confidence as well as the skills and experience necessary to communicate their ideas 
● through their artwork. 
● Have the opportunities to experience a broad and balanced range of art activities and show 
● progression within these experiences. 
● Have opportunities to learn about art from different times and cultures. 
● Become visually literate and able to identify and apply the key elements of art. 
● Will be given equal access to the experience of the art regardless of the gender, race or 
● disability. 
● Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 
● Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques. 
● Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 
● Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural 
● development of their art forms 

 

Objectives 

In their own work children should be able to: 

● Show development in their ability to create images. 
● Work with confidence in two and three dimensions and on a variety of sizes and scales. 
● Experiment with a wide range of different media to understand their potential, to become familiar with 

their characteristics and to develop confidence and competence when working with them. 
● Select media and to decide how they are to be used in the work to be undertaken. 
● Understand and use the language of art, craft and design when relating to their work and the work of 

others. 
● Understand and apply the basic principles of art, craft and design to include: Line, tone, texture, 

shape, form, space, pattern, colour, contrast, composition, proportion and perspective. 
● Record what they can imagine in sketchbooks. 
● Evaluate and discuss the outcome of their own work against declared criteria. 
● Recognise the difference in approach taken by artists, crafts people and designers in their work. 
● Recognise that art, craft and design differ from culture to culture and reflect the times in which 
● they were produced. 
● Relate their artwork to other curriculum areas. 

 

Teaching and Learning Strategies 

Art is an activity that needs the teacher to be directly involved with the children in the lesson to set the task, to 
impart knowledge, to lead activities, to monitor and develop the children's progress, to encourage 
development and to ensure that each child reaches an appropriate standard. 

● Use a variety of approaches that are matched to the activity and the ability of the children. 
● Children must be given the opportunity to examine exhibits, artefacts, historical buildings of interest, 

eg New Walk Museum and Gallery in Leicester, Leicester Cathedral, Herbert Art Gallery in Coventry. 
● Clearly identify whether the art activities are exclusively art or whether they are applying skills through 

one or more aspects of the wider curriculum, as in topic work. 
● When children are undertaking activities that are directly related to another element of the curriculum 

they should be aware that the session is an art investigation and that they are therefore focusing upon 
art skills. 

● Special needs children need to be catered for in the planning of the programme. In this subject these 
children have their confidence raised and their self-esteem. 
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● Develop clear links between art and design technology to provide opportunities to develop the 
children's ICT capabilities. 

● Ensure that issues of Health and Safety are always addressed in the planning and delivery of the art 
curriculum.  

● The planned programme must encourage the children's development of personal and social skills, be 
fully inclusive and give equal access for pupils to access learning. 

● Children must be encouraged to work individually, in pairs, small groups and as whole class when 
required. 

 

Use of Sketchbooks 

Sketchbooks are used from Reception through to Year 6 to regularly record, collect and explore ideas and 
images and other information relevant to current and ongoing work. The sketchbook is an essential and 
personal record although teachers will teach children when it is appropriate to use them and for what 
purposes including reviewing the contents to ensure the purpose of the sketchbook at frequent intervals. It is 
also essential that all children use a sketchbook that is similar in format. 

The contents of the sketchbook could include: 

Experiments with using various marking media drawings in a range of media that are: 

●  A record of what has been seen 
●  Preparatory studies for further work 
●  The development of ideas for further study 
●  A record a the basic skills development 
●  Photograph and other illustrative material to support ongoing work 
●  Colour schemes and trials 
●  A record of observations seen outside the classroom which will be used a reference material for 
● further work, for example on a school visit 
●  Details of something that will be drawn or painted in entirety 
●  ICT prints and image manipulations 

Sketchbooks are an essential record of an individual child's experiences and ideas throughout a year and key 
stage and will be seen as evidence for assessment and reporting purposes. 

 

Art curriculum planning  

We use the National Curriculum as the basis for our curriculum planning. We have adapted the National 
Curriculum to the local circumstances and needs of our school, i.e. we make use of the local environment for 
sketching and art inspiration and we also visit galleries and places of architectural or design interest in our 
vicinity.  

Our curriculum planning is in two phases (long-term and short-term). Our long-term plan maps the art topics 
and skills studied in each term during each key stage. The Art leader devises this plan in conjunction with 
teaching colleagues in each year group. In some cases we combine the Art study with work in other subject 
areas. 

We plan the topics in Art so that they build on prior learning. Children of all abilities have the opportunity to 
develop their skills and knowledge in each unit and, through planned progression built into the scheme of 
work, we offer them an increasing challenge as they move up the school.  

The Foundation Stage 

We teach Art in the Foundation Stage as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. We relate 
the Artistic aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which 
underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. 

See our EYFS policy for information on how our early years curriculum is delivered. 
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5. Inclusion 
Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets 
and plan challenging work for all groups, including: 

● More able pupils 

● Pupils with low prior attainment 

● Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 

● Pupils with SEN 

● Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum 
subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving. 

Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be 
planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part 
in all subjects. 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEN 
policy and information report. 

 

6. Monitoring arrangements​. 
Governors monitor whether the school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a “broad and 
balanced curriculum” which includes the required subjects, through: 

●  School visits, meetings with the school council, etc. 

 

The art subject leader monitors the way their subject is taught throughout the school by: 

● Planning scrutinies, learning walk, pupil interviews and  book scrutinies. 

● The art subject leaders also has responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and 
managed. 

 

7. Links with other policies 
This policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

● EYFS policy 

● Assessment policy 

● Non-examination assessment policy 

● SEN policy and information report 

● Equality information and objectives 
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